
Bulldogs Win Two in Tournament 
By Judy Rogers 
 
 The Golden Plains boys won two games in the Western Kansas Liberty League 
Basketball Tournament.  The Bulldogs entered the tournament with 2 wins and finished 
with wins over Logan in the first round and Healy in the final round to extend their 
record to 4-7 as their season continues.  “We didn’t’ play our best,” said junior Grant 
Spresser, “We could have played better.  We need to communicate better on the floor, 
make smarter passes, and make more of our shots.” 
 The Bulldogs defeated Logan in the first round play-in game only to lose to 
Weskan in the second round.  They then played the Northern Valley Huskies at Colby on 
Friday.  The Huskies opened with a basket, but senior Camron Spresser was fouled after 
pulling down a rebound and going up for the shot.  He made one of his free throws and 
the Bulldogs were on the boards.  Another free shot from junior Tristan Schwarz tied the 
game up at 2.  The Huskies then pushed the ball as senior Andrew Luna stuck like glue to 
them on defense.  They extended their lead by six before shots from Grant Spresser and 
Camron Spresser brought it back to within 2.  Jose Bermudez answered another Husky 
shot and C. Spresser hit one more free throw to make it a 1 point game (9-10) at the end 
of the first quarter. 
 The Huskies added a bucket to start the second quarter but Bermudez tied it up 
with a three.  Following another Husky basket, G. Spresser hit a three and gave the 
Bulldogs their first lead of the game with five minute until the half.  The Bulldogs hustled 
on the floor and traded baskets with the Huskies to end the first half trailing 18-21. 
 In the second half, the Bulldogs has passing problems leading to turnovers which 
the Huskies were able to use to their advantage and extended their lead to 35-27 during 
the third quarter.  Northern Valley’s quickness on the press helped them to outscore the 
Bulldogs 11-9 in the fourth for the 46-36 win. The Bulldogs, who scored 9 points in each 
quarter, were led in total scoring by senior Camron Spresser with 11.  Grant Spresser put 
in 7 along with Jose Bermudez-6, Tristan Schwarz-5, Shane Ryburn-4, and Joseph 
Koerperich 3.  “Camron played phenomenal,” said Schwarz, “He is really stepping it up 
as a senior.”   
 Following this hard fought loss to the Huskies, the Bulldogs were scheduled to 
play the Healy Eagles on Saturday for the final day of tournament action.   The Bulldogs 
got the tip and Camron Spresser was quickly fouled and sent to the line where he made 
his shot for the first score of the game.  Following two quick baskets by Healy, Coach 
Mike Doll called a time out to get the boys back on track.  Back on the floor, Shane 
Ryburn hit two quick buckets to regain the Bulldog lead.  They never looked back and 
Joseph Koerperich hit three in a row and put in a free shot.  Tristan Schwarz and Ryburn 
each added baskets giving the Bulldogs a 17-10 lead at the end of first quarter play. 
 The Bulldogs backed off in the second quarter due in part to passing problems and 
multiple fouls, but G. Spresser, C. Spresser, and Schwarz managed 9 points in the 
quarter. The Eagles also put in 9 points during the quarter, primarily from Luis 
Hernandez, and the Bulldogs still led 26-19 at the half. 
 After the short break, the Bulldogs returned to the court to play tough defense 
forcing Eagle turnovers and senior Jose Bermudez put in 8 points while C. Spresser, 
Ryburn, and Koerperich each added multiple baskets for 22 points holding the Eagles to 



7 extending their lead to 48-26.  The Bulldogs entered the fourth quarter with three 
starters holding four fouls each but were not deterred as the team continued to have 
multiple players on the floor find success under the basket.  The Bulldogs added another 
17.  The Eagles, led by Hernandez, did not give up easily as they added 16 in the final 
minutes, but the early Bulldog lead allowed them their fourth win of the season 65-42 and 
a seventh place finish in the tournament.  
 Sophomore Joseph Koerperich and senior Camron Spresser led the Bulldog 
scoring with 14 and 13 points.  Also in double figures was junior Shane Ryburn with 10.  
Bermudez put in 8 points—all in the third quarter,Tristan Schwarz had 7, and Grant 
Spresser put in 5.  Also scoring 2 points each were Cole Ziegelmeier, Andrew Luna, 
Kade Wessel, and Braden Korte. 
 .  “We look forward to more wins as the season progresses,” said Schwarz. 
The Bulldogs will take their 4-7 record back to the regular season as they travel to Palco 
and Quinter before returning to their home floor to face the Northern Valley Huskies 
again on January 25 


